combination did not increase the pathogenicity. Serology: All strains were agglutinated to the same titer by one and the same antiserum.
Source: Isolated repeatedly from intestines of mud-snails gathered at different times from the same rice-field (the suburbs of Seki city). Mud-snails from other places did not contain similar strains.
Classification: By its strict anaerobiosis and morphology (Gram-positive long rod, long chain and long filament, no spore, no flagellum) this strain belonged evidently to the genus Catenabacterium.
The morphology of the genus Ramibacterium was somewhat similar to that of this strain (false branching), but no species of Ramibacterium showed profuse gas production or gelatin liquefaction. Also other characteristics excluded Ramibacterium in the classification of this strain. The genus Catenabacterium contained 7 species (Bergey, 1957) Therefore, C. H. and C. rotans were found to be related to this strain. However, C. rotans, produced gas only slightly, attacked sugars very weakly and reduced nitrates to nitrites ; all these characteristics made C. rotans far remote from the author's strain.
Thus C. H, was found to be the most closely related species. There were, however, several important characteristics which made this strain differ from the description of C. H. in the Manuals : the ability of reducing pigments, attitude towards milk and mannitol, and minor differences in fermentation products.
Dr. A. R. Prevot (1957 b) kindly admitted, after examining this strain, the author's opinion that this was a new variety of C. H. The 7th edition of Bergey's Manual appeared only in the later period of this study, and the 6th edition (1948) was so incomplete in the system of anaerobes that this strain could not be placed in any genus of the 6 th edition. The 7th edition had adopted fully the system of Prevot 's Manual (1948) , so that no difficulty was found in the identification of this strain.
II.
Gram 
